
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE WARROAD CITY COUNCIL 

May 11, 2026 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 

Mayor Tom Goldsmith called the Regular Meeting of the Warroad City Council to order at 4:30p.m. on May 11, 

2026. 

Those Present: Mayor Tom Goldsmith, Councilors Kevin Thompson, Dean Dorholt, and Joe Olafson  

Absent: Councilor Michele Vandal  

 

 

Also Present:  City Administrator – Kathy Lovelace, City Staff – Amy Friesner, City Attorney – Steve Anderson, 

Dan Trosen – Utilities, Damian McMillin – WFD, Sarah Carling – WCD, Graham Scher – R&J Broadcasting, and 

Glenda Phillipe – County. 

 

APPROVE AGENDA: 

Councilor Thompson moved to approve the meeting agenda as presented. The motion was seconded by Councilor 

Dorholt and carried unanimously. 

 

 

FISCAL/ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES:  

 

Approval of April 27, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Councilor Thompson moved to approve the April 27, 2026 regular meeting minutes with the correction of two 

items discussed. The motion was seconded by Councilor Olafson and carried unanimously. 

 

Approval of Checks  

Motion made by Councilor Dorholt to approve the May 2026 checks totaling $965,525.80 (E4058-4071= 

$50,956.37, AP #56749-56819= $327,546.71, PR #10341-10349 = $6,893.20, PR E#515474 = $49,944.13, NMPA 

#20260430 = $451,892.31, Sales Tax #04302026 = $45,661.00, Health Insurance #202605 = $32,632.08). Motion 

seconded by Councilor Thompson and carried unanimously. 

 

Revenue/Expense Summary – April 2026 

 

No Action Taken. 

 

Property Sale – Resolution 2026-04 

Council was asked to approve the sale of one and a half lots on Cherne Ave NW for the proposed roller rink 

described as Lot 8 and the West ½ of Lot 9, Block Three, Cherne Addition to the City of Warroad.  The area is west 

of the impound lot on the south side of Cherne. The cost would be $24,000. 

 

Councilor Thompson moved to approve Resolution 2026-04 Property Sale as presented. The motion was 

seconded by Councilor Dorholt and carried unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

AMB – Delinquent Accounts for Collection and Revenue Recapture  

Motion made by Councilor Dorholt to authorize to send delinquent ambulance calls to collection/revenue 

recapture as presented. Motion seconded by Councilor Olafson and carried unanimously. 

 
FD – Vehicle Purchase (tabled from 4/27 meeting)  
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Council was presented two bids for a new pickup for the fire department, as requested at the last meeting, from 

Neighbors Chevrolet of Warroad and North Country GM of Hibbing. There was a $1,000 difference between the 

bids.  The recommendation was to deal locally and purchase the vehicle from Neighbors Chevrolet in Warroad. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Dorholt to approve the purchase of a FD pickup locally from Neighbors Chevrolet in 

Warroad as presented.  Motion seconded by Councilor Thompson and carried unanimously. 

 

 

UTILITY DEPARTMENT 

 

RCB Collection 

Motion made by Councilor Thompson to authorize to send delinquent utility accounts to collection as presented. 

Motion seconded by Councilor Olafson and carried unanimously. 

 

Gas Easement 

Utility Superintendent Dan Trosen asked council to approve a new easement for Mn Energy to relocate a gas line 

between the baseball and football field.  The proposed route by MN Energy was too close to the bathrooms. He 

proposed a route that would work better in case of any future groundwork. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Thompson to approve the easement for the relocation of gas lines as described. 

Motion seconded by Councilor Olafson and carried unanimously. 

 

Sewer Connection 

Council was asked to approve an alternate sewer hookup location for the new roller rink planned west of the Public 

Safety Facility. The city has an electric switch within 15 feet of the sewer main hookup location for the described 

property. The new owners will try to hook up there first, but if issues arise, they would like to have permission to 

hook up north of the impound lot which would mean the service line would have to cross that property. Utility 

Superintendent Trosen was not concerned if this needed to happen. An easement for the service would be needed.  

 

Action was tabled until an easement could be drawn up with the location description of the line. 

 

ATV Trail Signage 

Utility Superintendent Trosen asked council for authorization to install new signs for the paved trail from Hwy 313 

to Elk St NW along Hwy 11.  Included would be a 15MPH speed limit sign and signs stating ATV’s & 

snowmobiles are allowed. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Thompson to approve the new signage for the paved trail from Hwy 313 to Elk St 

NW as presented. Motion was seconded by Councilor Olafson and carried unanimously. 

 

Utility Commission Minutes – May 

  

No Action Taken  

 

 
CN RAILROAD/ MNDOT DISCUSSION 

Council discussed the proposed siding installation of the CN railroad that would close two crossings east of town.  

There was a meeting with the county and townships in April to discuss concerns.  Council was asked to be a part of 

a joint letter to the Canadian National Railway and MNDot opposing the siding stating local concerns and issues 

and other possible locations for a siding to be constructed. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Dorholt to support drafting for approval by each local governmental agency, a joint 

letter from the county, townships and city to the CN and MnDOT opposing the siding location. Motion seconded 

by Councilor Thompson and carried unanimously. 
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OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

Resident Requests 

 

1) For additional public boat launch in residential area –  

Council discussed the request for a boat launch along Lake St NW.  There are many utilities located in the 

proposed area and the incline is very steep. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Dorholt to deny the request for a new boat launch along Lake St NW. Motion 

seconded by Councilor Thompson and carried unanimously. 

 

2) Various CN and other issues 

Council discussed the issues. 

 

A letter will be sent to both residents as follow-up. 

 

 

Special Event Request – The Woods Walleye Tournament 07/11/26  

Motion made by Councilor Thompson to approve special event application for the Woods Walleye Tournament 

July 11, 2026 pending any liquor license if needed. Motion seconded by Councilor Dorholt and carried 

unanimously. 

 

Premises Permit for Bingo @ The 1901 Public House 

Motion made by Councilor Thompson to approve a Premises Permit for Bingo @ The 1901 Public House as 

presented. Motion seconded by Councilor Dorholt and carried unanimously. 

 

 

Proclamation – National Poppy Day May 22, 2026 

Motion made by Councilor Thompson to proclaim May 22, 2026 National Poppy Day. Motion seconded by 

Councilor Dorholt and carried unanimously. 

 

Proclamation – EMS Week – May 17-23, 2026  

Motion made by Councilor Thompson to proclaim May 17-23, 2026 EMS Week. Motion seconded by Councilor 

Olafson and carried unanimously. 

 

Property Lease Consideration 

Council reviewed a new amended lease agreement with Warroad Ventures for the LOW Brewery Property. 

Changes were to include term of the lease, lease rate, use of the building defined, and any future proposals that may 

be considered. Council discussed and considered and the inclusion of the assumption of the current Port Authority 

loan was needed. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Olafson to approve a new lease agreement as amended with Warroad Ventures 

including the assumption of the LOW Brewery Port Authority loan including personal guarantees. Motion 

seconded by Councilor Thompson and carried unanimously. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

There being no further business, Councilor Thompson moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Warroad 

City Council of May 11, 2026. The motion was seconded by Councilor Dorholt and carried unanimously. The 

meeting adjourned at 5:35 p.m.  
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_______________________________           

Mayor Tom Goldsmith                   City Administrator, Kathy A. Lovelace 

 

Minutes prepared by: Amy Friesner, city staff  

 

 


